· 
Theory-based Approaches to Family & Community Involvement in Early Childhood Education (continued)
This week we explore further the three contextualist theories with special attention to intentionally thoughtful family engagement in early childhood education. We continue to examine the Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework through a joint review of its application to the Help Me Grow system for early detection/intervention of children at risk for developmental and/or behavioral challenges and linking families to community-based services.
“…Janis Keyser, author of From Parents to Partners: Building a Family-Centered Early Childhood Program (2007), encourages early childhood practitioners to look for the good idea behind a parent request or demand that may initially seem strange or inappropriate. Looking for the good idea is a way of building on a parent’s strengths, of beginning to understand a person whose culture may be very different from your own, or of looking for the parent’s good intentions. It is much easier to relate to parents in a positive, respectful way when (1) we engage in a two-way conversation (listening carefully as well as speaking) and (2) we try to recognize the potential for good ideas behind parental requests and behaviors.”
Daniel, J. (2009). Intentionally thoughtful family engagement in early childhood education. Young Children. 64(5), 10-14.
Intentionally Thoughtful Family Engagement in ECE.pdf
 
Objectives:
· Analyze, interpret and apply the three sociological theories to real-world practice.
· Examine variations in families related to ethnicity, language, socio-economic status, religion, gender, and geographic region as attending to developmental issues.
· Research and assess the Help Me Grow system and the application of the Protective Factors Framework.
Activities:
· Complete Readings & Activities
· Participate in the Discussion Forum; initial replies are due by the end of the day on Wednesday and participation is due by end of day on Sunday
· Complete Family Case Study
· Head's Up: Unit 6 Program Visitation
Notice:  Students working toward the Bachelor of Science degree in Child Studies.
· Required Practicum I CHS199 and Practicum II CHS298
· You may have already taken CHS199.
· You will take and pass all 300 and 400-level course requirements before applying for your Capstone Field Experience course CHS490.  Most of these courses have assignments called, “Key Assessments.”  This means we track your learning on these assessments.  Therefore, your Capstone is your last course.  You will find the Practicum and Capstone Request forms in future courses.  In preparation, please remember the two basic rules:
10. •&νβσπ; You will need two sites and two age groups over the course of your degree program.    
10. •&νβσπ;&νβσπ;You will need a minimum GPA requirement of a 2.5.
· 
Readings and Activities
	Presentation 

	  CHS236 Unit 3 Presentation 2017  


	Textbook:

	Couchenour & Chrisman: Chapter 1, Figures 1-7 and 1-8 on pages 20 - 22;  Chapter 3, pages 56 - 83
Henderson, et al: Chapter 4, pages 47 - 79

	Articles & Websites:

	Daniel, J. (2009).  Intentionally thoughtful family engagement in early childhood education.
 Young Children.  64(5), 10-14.
Jones, E., et. al.  (2013, February).  Help me grow promotes optimal child development by enhancing protective factors.  (Help Me Grow Policy Brief)
Help Me Grow Promotes Optimal Child Development by Enhancing Protective Factors - Policy Brief  
Help Me Grow National Center

	Videos:

	[image: http://i.ytimg.com/vi/jyGTMgMquGY/1.jpg]Watch Video
Help Me Grow Washington
Duration: (5:04)
User: withinreachwa - Added: 12/26/12
YouTube URL: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyGTMgMquGY

 



	[image: http://i.ytimg.com/vi/1RObQmS5-rY/1.jpg]Watch Video
Making the Connection- Help Me Grow The Connecticut Experience
Duration: (14:04)
User: helpmegrownational - Added: 9/10/12
YouTube URL: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RObQmS5-rY

 




	The Connecticut Help Me Grow system is presented by parents, physicians, care coordinators, funders, and the National Center staff.
	Help Me Grow Washington:  A Parent's Story

	Supplemental Resources:

	 


· 
U3.2 DB: Help Me Grow
Discuss with your learning peers your understanding of the Help Me Grow policy brief. Be sure to cover these things:
· How was the Protective Factors Framework applied to demonstrate the efficacy of the Help Me Grow system in promoting children’s optimal development?
· How were families strengthened?
· If you live in a Help Me Grow state, feel free to add what you have learned about your state’s plans and implementation strategies.
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